The Eastern Question

followed by a military convention) was communicated by
Russia to France and Great Britain on March soth.

On May 29th Greece and Bulgaria signed a Treaty for
mutual defence and for the support of their co-nationals in
Macedonia. In this there was no mention of the partition
of Macedonia and it was specified that if war broke out
between Greece and Turkey on the question of Crete,
Bulgaria who was not concerned should remain neutral.
This Treaty was likewise followed by a military convention.

In the spring the Albanians had been causing a great deal
of trouble to the Porte, and Turkish troops who were in
sympathy with them mutinied at Monastir and demanded
the overthrow of the "Young Turk" ministry. In July
Mahmoud Shevket, the War Minister, resigned and he was
succeeded by Nazim Pasha. In August Humi Pasha retired.
This Albanian revolt alarmed Greece and Servia as the
Albanians were demanding the cession to them of the Vilayets
of Monastir and Uskiib -which were coveted by those two.
Bulgaria's indignation was especially aroused by the massacre
of Macedo-Bulgars at Kotchana in Macedonia. In August
a great popular demonstration of protest was organised at
Sofia demanding immediate autonomy for Macedonia or,
failing this, war against the Porte. In September Montenegro
signed a Treaty in Switzerland with Servia providing for
separate rnilitary action, and the League appealed to the
Powers to join in demanding immediate and radical reforms
in Macedonia.

The Entente Powers were unanimous that in the event of
war the status quo in Turkey was to be maintained. France
had proposed that Russia and Austria should be commissioned
on behalf of the Concert to inform the Balkan States that
the Concert would permit no alteration in the territory of
European Turkey. The Emperor William, who was very
sceptical as to the outcome of this step, gave his consent. In
Vienna Count Berchtold declared that it was vital for the
Dual Monarchy to prevent the Serbs from occupying the
Sandjak of Novi Bazar and reaching the Adriatic, He was
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